[Prospective evaluation of health status of the progeny of men with epilepsy].
Forty children of epileptic fathers were followed-up for 5 years. The mean age of the children was 10.2 years. Two girls (5%) had mild epilepsy, one child (2.5%) had a major anomaly, and 12 had minor anomalies (30%). Permanent mental impairment was found in 2 children (5%) with infantile cerebral palsy, and another 2 (5%) had borderline mental retardation. During this five-year observation of mental development this development was normal in the remaining children, and in 15% of them the IQ exceeded 116. Emotional disturbances were present in one-fourth of this group and they were connected with poor socioeconomic conditions and family breakdown. Abnormal EEG tracings were found in half the children, and in 40% of them seizure activity was present. The observed regression of seizure activity was related to age. In 60% of the children the general health state (somatic development, frequent infections) was not satisfactory.